
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

MEDIA ADVISORY 

NAICA (Neighborhood Association for Inter-Cultural Affairs) Invites Media to Hispanic 
Heritage Celebration: "Somos Imborrables" Breakfast and Panel Discussion 

Prominent Latino Leaders to Discuss Community Impact, Cultural Preservation, and 
the Future of Hispanic Excellence in New York City 

WHAT: 
NAICA's Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration featuring breakfast and panel discussion 
titled "Somos Imborrables" (We Are Unerasable). This special gathering honors the 
profound contributions of Hispanic and Latino communities to the Bronx and New York 
City, celebrating a heritage that has shaped our city's identity, strengthened our 
neighborhoods, and enriched our cultural landscape for generations. 

The panel will explore how Hispanic talent, resilience, and leadership continue to drive 
positive change across housing, legal advocacy, immigration services, and community 
development—building pathways to opportunity while preserving the vibrant cultural 
traditions that make our city extraordinary. 

DISTINGUISHED PANELISTS: 

• Hon. Cynthia Isales, Acting Justice, Supreme Court Bronx County

• Hon. Catalina Cruz, NYC Assemblymember, District 39

• Jario Guzman, President, Mexican Coalition

• Maria Lizardo, Executive Director, NMIC

MODERATOR: 
Hon. Emerita Torres, NYC Assemblymember, District 85 

OPENING REMARKS: 
Manuel Castro, Commissioner, Mayor's Office of Immigrant Affairs 

WHY THIS MATTERS: 
Hispanic heritage is woven into the very fabric of the Bronx and New York City—from the 
families who have built communities block by block, to the leaders shaping policy and 
advocating for justice, to the artists and entrepreneurs creating our city's future. This 



conversation celebrates that legacy while illuminating the critical work ahead to ensure 
every Hispanic and Latino family can thrive with dignity, opportunity, and cultural pride. 

NAICA, with over 51 years of culturally responsive service, stands as a testament to what 
happens when communities unite with purpose. Our mission to create safe, affordable, 
and inclusive communities reflects the values at the heart of Hispanic culture: family, 
perseverance, and collective progress. 

WHEN: 
Thursday, October 9, 2025 
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
(Media check-in begins at 9:30 AM) 

WHERE: 
NYC Health + Hospitals | Lincoln 
234 E 149th St 
Bronx, NY 10451 

MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES: 

• Interview distinguished panelists and community leaders 

• Capture inspiring dialogue on Hispanic excellence and community impact 

• Document cultural celebration highlighting Bronx heritage 

• B-roll opportunities of community gathering and networking 

RSVP & MEDIA CREDENTIALS: 
Media representatives planning to attend should RSVP and contact: 

Omar Canales, Media Relations  [ocanales@naicany.org]  [917-478-3451] 

ABOUT NAICA: 
For over 51 years, the Neighborhood Association for Inter-Cultural Affairs (NAICA) has 
provided culturally and linguistically responsive housing, legal, and social services across 
the Bronx and beyond. We serve thousands of New Yorkers annually, empowering families 
through eviction prevention, transitional housing, immigration support, and community 
programs that honor diverse cultures while building pathways to stability and success. 

CONTACT: 
Omar Canales, Media Relations  [ocanales@naicany.org]  [917-478-3451] 
www.NAICAny.org | Neighborhood Association for Inter-Cultural Affairs 
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